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Chriftian H iftory ; 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Gras Britain, America, &e. 
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Reveval of Religion iw Germany Ar ed. 


§. 33. UT fince Ged purpoled, that this new Re- 
formation fhould fpread further, he order'd it 
fo, that Mr. Framé was gladly received by 
Dr. Brasthawpe then Proteflos of Divinity, 

and Superintendent at Erfurt in Tharingiz, who being a 

Perfon not only addidted wo fold Piety frombha Youth up 

wards, but alfo of great Experience, Learning and Know 

ledge in fpiritual Things, wanted but an Opportom ty of be 
ing fupported and affifted,:he better to pufh on 2 more pradt 

cal Reformation. And therefore feeing the wonderful Mand 
of God in all that bad been tranfaded hitherto with Mir. 

Franch and his Fellow Labourers at Ligyed, be promored 

him to the Paftorate of $s. Auftins in Erfurt. Where now 

by Union of thefe (wo civwe lL, Rrumcat ., a marvellous R ~4 
volution and Change was wrought io the Gid great City of 

Erfurt, both by the powertu: Word of the preach e 

and by Mr. Pramcds catechiring of biitie Chillren, (who be 

ine crowded with great Muyiguteces of thom, fucceeded there- 
in to Admiration) as alfo by the Minidliy of thofe Stucenrs, 
that upon thew being heft awakened ac Lipjcé, Macken! 


ther im great Numbers, and were taken by the L ‘ran 
Citrzens of Erfurt imtO thes Hauwfes, ! b 
Children, and educate them m truc | Piet ! 
the fear of the Lord. Sothat at lafl tc | wn 4 
Magiftrace being jealous of thes pal A; 
tion and Motion > 20d appreiicnia : 
encroach and creep in there, selcrre . Us 
Pieufts to the biedtor of Alem ‘ 
oufpicvons and Accufations fofas, that by a 1 
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the faid Ele€tor of Mentz (to whom the City of Erfurt be. 
longs) all fpiritual Exercifés were ftopt and interdiled. Ang 
after fome little while, both Dr. Breithaupt and Mr. Francs, 
were obliged to leave their City and Territories. After this 
in the Year'1691, by: Dr. Spener’s Removal to Berlin the 
Face of Affaiss begin much.to change, and the perfecuted 
to breathe a little freely, in that Dr. Breithaupt was called by 
the Court of Berlin to the Profeflorfhip in Divinity at the 
Univerfity of Hall, which was then but newly founded, and 
Mr. Franck receiving likewife a Call thither, was chofen to 
te Profeflor of the oriental Languages, and Paftor at Glay. 
cha near Hall. And as it was in the Time of the Retcrma. 
tion of Luther, that as foon as he appeared at the Head of ihe 


Reformation, many begun to be raifed and awakened both in 


Suifferkand and France ; fo likewife here after the firft Motion 
at Lipfick, fome were in like Manner ftirred up at Lunen- 
burgh, Halberftad, Wolfenbuttel, Gotha, and in other Places ; 
who unanimovfly labour’d in their refpedtive Places for a 
praéical Reformation, and more then fuperficial Piety and 
Spirituality : But received at the two fnft Places,a very forsy 
Treatment, which ended at laft in an utter Banifhment of 
all Pieti/m thence. 

§. 34. But it muft not be forgotten here, that as in the 
aforefaid Reformation begun by Luther, fo alfo in this,amidtt 
the Variety of Subje&ts that entertain’d it, not being alike 
prepared, certain Exceffes and Abufes did infinuate them- 
felves, and Tares were fown among the good Wheat. All 
which was prefently charged on the firft Inftruments of this 
new Reformation, who have foberly and folidly vindicated 
themfelves on this Head. And thus the Evil,which the Ma- 
lice of the Adverfary hereby defign’d, has been made to work 
for an abundant Good. Dr. Antonius im his Progtamma to 
the Students for Whit/ontide two Years fince, as Pro-Rector 


then of the Univerfity at Ala/l, taking Notice then of this 


Artifice of the Enemy, to hinder the Progrefs of the Work of 
God, very warmly expoftulates the Injuftice and Unreafona- 
blenefs of fuch a Proceeding. Quam vero Iniquum hoc «ft 
(fays he) atg; Impium. Quis mfi infanus, Jude deliétum 
Chrifto exprobraverit ? Quis Apoftolis, aut Ephefina Ecclefa 
Prefbyteris culpam adfignat, quod tefte Paulo NB. EXILLIS 
IPSIS furrexerint viri, qui locuti unt perver fa, quo difcipules 
ad fe fequendes abftraberent ? Ge. ** But how unjuit is 
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Revival of Religion in Germany. 283 


<< this, and how impious? . For who but amad Man would 
«¢ charge Chrift with the Guilt of Fudas ? Or would blame 
«¢ the Apoftles and the godly Prefbyters of the Church at 
ss Ephefus, for that out of their own felves there didMen arife 
‘© {peaking preverfe Things, and did thereby, as the Apoftle 
«s had before teftified, draw away Difciples after them.” 
And afterward he makes his moft folemnAppeal to the whole 
Body of the Students, that they might be Witnetles both of 
what they heard and faw, and judge what Manner of Credit 
was to be given to the feveral Particulars (as about ‘/u/?ifica- 
tion byFaith ; theLife of theSacraments,&c. ) vulgarly charg’d 
againft the Promoters of Chriftian Learning and Piety in that 
Univerfity, which is indeed worthy of being tranfcribed here 
whole, for the Neatnefs as well as Solidnefs of it : But this 
would be too far to tranfgrefs the Bounds here fet us. And 
this may ferve at prefent by Way of Introduétion to the fol- 
lowing Narrative, to give an Idea of what is called Pieti/m, 
and to let the Reader into an Account of the Manner of its 
Rife : For to write an Hiftory of it, would be at Jeaft to fill 
a Volumn as large as this. 

. 35. However it muft not be omitted, that the Caufe 
of the Perfecutions on this Account, both in Saxony, and in 
fome otherParts of Germany, was principally this, viz. When 
the firft Inftruments of Pietifm (‘0 called) came to be fenfible 
where the Root of the Apoftacy did lie, and that the Decay 
of Chriftian Piety, andCorruption both in Rites and Doérines 
did generally fpring for the soft Part from. them that make a 
Gain of Godlinefs in the werfi Senfe; and who climb into 
the Sheepfold of Chrift not by the true Door ; but either by 
the Way of mere fcholaftick Learning and unfanétified Rea- 
fon ; or by Application to worldly Patrons,and other unlaw- 
ful and finifter Means ; they could not but declare what they 
found and knew to be true. “They faw raw, unexperienced, 
unexercifed Students in theCrofs of Chrift entrufted with the 
Paftoral Care of Sou!s, while they themfelves were often 
ftupidly ignorant of the State of their ownSouls, and deftitute 
of all the requifite Qualifications of a true Chriftian Paftor. 
By witneffing againft which they drew prefently ta them- 
felves the Odium of the Guilty, which produced feveralPer- 
fecutions, not only what was done at the Courts of Saxony 
and Lunenbourg in order to fupprefs this growingSe¢t (as they 
called it) of Pieti/m, are more than fufficient Evidences of 
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this Matter. * But befides there are numerous other Ip. 
ftancts alfo which might for Confirmation of this be bro’t, 
both from other Courts of Germany, as alfo (not tg 
mention the Suifers) that of Sueden it felf. And no 
wonder it is, if in the midft of fo much Duft as wes 
raifed, feveral even .of the more fober and religious 
Part, were at firft afraid of them, and were carried 
away with a Multitude to think and fpeak Evil of 
them. “The Refugees, that fled from other Provinces of 
Germany for Shelter into'the Marchés of Brandenbargh, 
were alfo attack’d again as they had been before by 
the Violence of many of the Clergy ftrongly prejudiced 
againft them. But when the Slanderings and Accufa- 
tions from the Pulpit grew daily hotter and hotter, and 
the Rumour thereof was fpread, even to the Ele¢toral Court 
of Berlin, feveral Commiffions were iffued out for examin- 
ing into the Truth of the Matters charged againft them ; 
which all turned to the Difadvantage of their Advarfaries, 
and the Juftification of the Truth. But chiefly the laf 
Commiffion of all, to which a certain Sermon of Profeffor 
Frank gave Birth, which he preach’d and printed againft the 
Falfe Prophets : For when he fpoke out plainly, that the 
general Degeneracy of Chriftianity was owing principally to 
the Lukewarmnefs and Deadnefs of the Clergy, they were fo 
offended at it, as by aggravating hence their Gravamina and 
Complaints very much at the Royal Court of Prujfia to ne- 
ceflitate the King to appoint a public Commiffion for inquir- 
ing into the Reports and Grounds ofall their Accufations. 
but which fell out fo favourable on the Parts of the Pvetifs, 
contrary to their Expedtations, as the Accufers were filenced 
and confounded. And whereas the Pieti/?s were chiefly ac- 
cus’d and charg’d by the Anti-Pietifis with Heterodoxy, 
thefe Delegates and Commiffioners did fearch into and exa- 
mine moft ftrictly and impartially their Doétrine : Whereby 
they found what was taught by them, to be perfeétly con- 
formable to the fymbolical Books, and the Augu/tanConfeffion 
of Faith. And fince that Time they have been, and are ftill 
protected, countenanced and favoured by his Prujfian Ma- 
jefty, who has confirmed the Foundations at Ha/l with many 
Priviledges, as from this Book, and the Appendix, is made 
to appear, 
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A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Gitpert Tennent, late: 
of New-Brunfwick in the Province of New-Jursey, 
now of Philadelphia in the Province ef Pexsytva- 
nia, relating chiefly to the late glorious Revival of 
Religion in thofe Parts of America, 


To the Reverend Mr. Prince of Bofton., 
Philadelpbia, Aug. 24. 17446 

Rw. and. dear Brother, ey 
] Sympathize with you in lamenting the Lofs of fo valuable 

a Relative as the Reverend and pious Mr. Thacher of 
Middlebcrough ; who feem’d to have as much at Heart the 
Interefts of .vital Religion as any I have ever met with, and 
whofe diftinguifh’d exemplary Serioufnefs in Religion was 
adorn’d with uncommon Attainments in Humility. The 
Removal of fuch a faithful and aftectionate Warchman is a 
publick Lofs, which both deferves and demands our fincere 
but fubmiffive Sorrows. | ‘i 

I am glad that it pleafed the fovereign God to make my 
poor Labours of any Service among you; I defire ever to 
blefs his Name for that undeferved Mercy. I ain thankful 
for the. Chriftian Hiftory, and welt pleas’d with the Defign and 
Management of that Work; I hope it will be a Mean in 
God’s Hand of conveying with Honour to Pofterity a AZems- 
rial of the late blefled Revival of Religion, which has been fu 
virulently oppos’d, and unjuftly afpers’d by many. 

As to my drawing up any particularAccount of memorable 
Thiags that have been his Way of a religious Nature, my 
Neglect.of taking Notes thereof inthe proper Time, toge- 
ther with the brokennefs of my Memory, and many Incum- 
brances forbid the Attempt. I fhall therefore in the Room 
thereof fend you a prefatory Attefation, which I drew up and 
prefix’d to the /econd Edition of Mr. Dickinson’s Di/play 
of fpecial Grace &c. which was figned by feveral Minif/ers 
this Way, and is as follows : 

« We whofeNamesare underwritten, withPleafure embrace 
¢ the prefentOccafion, to give a joint & publickTe/timany to the 
© Reality & Truth of the lateRevival of Religion in this Land ; 
¢ which iscall’d generally & juftly the Work of Gon. If any 
* fhould inquire what we mean by the ork of Gov,we think 
© the judicious Author of the following Dialogue has given a 

© plain 











286 Revival of Religion in Pennfylvania 


‘ plain and pertinent 4n/wer to this Inquiry, which we de. 

‘ clare our high Apprebation of. 

© A Work of Canviétion and Converfion {pread not long 

fince in many Places of thefe Provinces, with fuch Power 

andProgrefs,as even filenced for aTime the moft malignant 

Oppofers : they were then either afraid or afham’d openly 

tocontradi&t fuch aftonifhing Difplays of the divineAlmigh- 

tinefs, in alarming Multitudes of fecure Sinners out of 

their fata] Stupor, and exciting in them the utmoft Solici- 

tude about the everlafting Concerns of their Souls ; many 

of whom gave us a rationaland. /criptural Account of their 

Diftre/s, and afterwards of their Deliverance from it, a- 

greeable to the Method of the Gofpel of Curist. Their 

Comforts as well as Sorrows appear’d by all the Evidences 
we can have of fuch Things to be agreable to Scripture 
and Reafon. - 

© It affeéts us to think, how poor Souls flock’d to the 
dear IMMANUEL, the blefled Lorp Jesus as Doves tp 
their Windows : What Multitudes in our religious Affem- 
blies, trembled like the ‘fai/or, under the Apprehenfions 
of God’s dreadful Vengeance : and how many melted into 
the fofteft Centrition, or were tranfported into Joy and 
Praife, while they beheld the amtiable Glories of redeem- 
ing Grace and Love ! And ‘thefe Senfations have been 
followed in many by a Gofpel Converfation. What paflio- 
nate Affections have in many been excited to the Kinc of 
Saints! What tender Concern have they exprefs’d for 
the Honour of God’s Name,’ and the Good of his King- 
dom ? What Bowels of Pity have they had over the 
perifhing Souls of ‘others, and what Tendernefs and Cir- 
cumfpe¢tion has appeared in the Courfe of their Behavi- 
our! Jn fhort we are fully perfuaded that we have had all 
that Evidence of the Reality of a Work of Gop among us, 
which can be reafonably expeéted, in the prefent State of 
Things, fince Miracles have ceafed. - What if there were 
fome Things exceptionable in the Condu€ of fome of the 
Infiruments and Subjeé?s of this Work ? Is this fo ftrange an 
Incident in a State of Imperfe€tion, as to give us Ground 
of Surprize or Prejudice againft the whole Work ? 

4 * But here we muft obferve, that divers fa//e Reporis have 
been invented and fpread induftrioufly both by Word and 
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& Minifters whom Gop has been pleas’d of his pure Good- 
¢ nefs to honour withsucce!s 5 & otherCharges againft th: ir 
¢ Conduét have been invidioufly aggravated beyond their 
rf proper Foundation and fet ina falfe Light, and fome of 
¢ the Subjects of this Work have been doubtlefs treated in 
« thefame Manner. © 

« It is tho¢king to’ think that any fhould dare to oppofe a 
¢ Work attended with’ fuch commanding Evidence as has 
© been among us‘! We wou’d befeech all fuch to confider 
‘ folemnly the following Paragraph of the ReverendMr. Rete 
‘ Minifter of the Gofpel in Ki//th in Scotland, in his Pre- 
© face to his Narrative, ‘which is as follows, viz. ** Laftly, 
‘© I ferioufly heg of any who are prejudiced againft this Dif- 
‘* penfation of Gop’s extraordinary Grace, and look upon 
«* it as a Delufion ; that they’l fhew themfelves fo: charitas 
‘* ble and good, as todireét me and other Minifters, what 
“© we thall an/wer diftreffed Perfons of all Ages, who come 
‘6 to us crying bitterly that they are lo/t and undone, becau/e 
“© of Unbelief and other Sins, what fhall we do to be faved ? 
‘© And.as ayoung Girlabout iwelve, who had been inDiftrefs 
< for fome Time, call’d for me to a feperate Place in a 
¢¢ Houfe where l-was, and afk’d me with great Sedatenefs, 
«¢ What frall I do to getCuristT ? Shall we tell them,they are 
<¢ not Chriftlefs and Unconverted, when we evidently fec 
«¢ many of them to be fuch: hall we tell them that their 
‘© Fears of the Wrath of Gon \is alt but Delufion, and 
«< that it is no fuch dreadful Thing as they need to be much 
<¢ afraid of it! Shall ‘we tell Perfons lamenting their Cur- 
“ fing and Swearing, Sabbath- breaking and other Immoralities, 
¢ that it is the Devil that makes them now fee thefe Evils to 
“* be offenfive ‘to Gon and deftruGtive to their Souls ? 
<¢ Shall we tell'them, who’ under the greateft Uneafinefs, 
<< jnquiré'at us, bak they fhall do\toiget an’ Intere# and 
© Faithin Jesus Curis'r, that Satan is deluding them 
<¢ when they have or fhew any Concern this Way? In 
‘* fine, fhall we ‘pray, and recommend it to them to pray 
«© (to God) to deliver them from fuch Delufions ? It would 
“© be worfe than Devilifh to treat-the Lor p’s fighing and 
‘¢ groaning Prifoners' at this Rate; ‘and yet fuch Treatment 
<s js a natural Confequence of reckoning this the Work of 
‘< the Devil and a Delufion.”’ 

‘ We 
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¢ We think that our Reverend ard ingenious Brother Mz, 
« Fonathan Dickinfon of Elizabeth Town in New-Ferfey,who 
« isthe Author ot the following Dialogues, has with much 
‘ Judgment and folid Reafoning therein, baffled the com 
« mon Cavils of Oppofers againft the ork of Gon, and 
* anfwered the Objections of the Scrupulous: we cannat 
« but highly approve of bis Defersption of the Nature and 
© Nece/fity of Conviction, and eftablifhing it upon the impreg- 
« nable Bafis of Scripture and Reafon; His Account of Re 
‘ generation Faith and Confolation, is likewile exactly agrea- 
* ble to our Sentiments. 

(To be continued.) 





B* fomePaflengers inCapt. Darling from London to Pi /caia- 
qua, who came hither on Monday, we were inform’d 
that theRev.Mr. Whitefield was with them,and on theT bur /isy 
before being at fome Diftance from Land, they met a fifhing 
Schooner going to Port/mauth, into which Mr. Whitefield ani 
fome others went, in Hopes of getting fooner afhore : But by 
Strefs:of W cather were kept a// Night on theSea,and the neat 
Day were forced intoYork, where they landed ; thatMr. Vbite- 


freld was indifpofed when he went into the Schooner, the neat 


Day grew dangerouflylil, & fo continued toSaturday Noon when 
our Informer le thim; That he loft bis only Child about /ow 
Months before his leaving England): ‘That he was freely per- 
mitted to T'ravel an@é Preach wherever he was afked in a! 
Parts of theKingdom : that he was mightily affifted, engaged 
in no Parties, and his Miniftry has been wonderfully bieticd 
to the Revival of Religion in great Numbers: That he came 
away to the Regret of Multitudes carneitly intseating hisCon- 
sinuance andPreaching:: Ehat he jerfyll.of theSpirit of Love, 
Mecknefsand Sweetoefs: That bis latention was to paf an 
to Georgia ; and ashe goes on, to meddle with no Contro- 
verfies, but only to preach up the Parts of vital Piety and the 
pure Truths of the Gofpel to all that are willing to hear him 

and the Family he bro’t with him are.only his Confort, with 
Adin and a Girl for the Orphan foufe. Aad Yeflerday w« 
board that his Ulne/s was;fomewhat abated. © 

J. | . 
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